Buckhorn HOA Spring 2022
Newsletter
Buckhorn Community Events Coming Up:
 Buckhorn Annual Membership Meeting – April 12 6:30 p.m.
 Buckhorn Parade & Park Bunny Bonanza – April 16 11:00 a.m.
 Buckhorn Spring Community Garage Sale – May 6 & 7
 Goodwill Industries Donation Trailer at Buckhorn
Park – May 7 from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
 U.S. Flags at Your Mailbox – Weekend of Memorial Day
 Dues for 2022 Are Now Due – Pay at www.Buckhorn.Us
or by mailed invoice

Official Publication of the ‘Buckhorn’ Subdivision Homeowners Association
Buckhorn Estates Homeowners Association, Inc. P.O. Box 1586
Valrico, Florida 33596
www.Buckhorn.Us
Email: BEHA@Buckhorn.Us
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Buckhorn Homeowners Association
Annual Membership Meeting
(Incorporated as the Buckhorn Estates Homeowners Association, Inc.)

Tuesday, April 12 at 6:30 p.m.
at the Buckhorn Springs Golf & Country Club
Join us for an interesting and informative meeting during which we will be
giving away some door prizes!
Here are the topics to be covered at the meeting:
1. Awarding of up to two (2) Buckhorn HOA $500 college scholarships
2. Election of Buckhorn Homeowners Association Board of Directors
3. Review of the past year and thoughts on the next year.
4.

SPEAKER:
1. Craig Latimer – Hillsborough County Supervisor of
Elections

6. Questions & Answers
Hillsborough County Supervisor of Elections Craig Latimer was elected to his
position in November 2012 and took office on January 8, 2013. He was re-elected
in 2016 and 2020 and is now proudly serving his third term in office.
Supervisor Latimer is the immediate past president of the Florida Supervisors of
Elections, the statewide association of Florida's elections officials. He is also
the first Supervisor of Elections to earn the Governor's Sterling Award, the
highest award for performance excellence in the State of Florida.
Mr. Latimer will share with us the latest on election integrity, changes in mail-in
balloting and the early voting plans for the next election. We will have a question
& answer period also to enable YOU to inquire about this vital segment of
American democracy.
PLEASE PLAN TO ATTEND AND GET THE LATEST INFORMATION AS WELL AS
SHOW YOUR SUPPORT TO KEEP BUCKHORN A GREAT PLACE TO LIVE, WORK
AND PLAY.
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Winners!
Buckhorn’s College Scholarships
In an effort to make our 652-home Buckhorn subdivision a community
that is a cut above others in the area, and to make it more attractive to
new homebuyers looking for the best place to buy a new home,
Buckhorn Homeowners Association awards two college scholarships
each year to worthy High School Seniors living here.
This year, we will award one or two $500 college scholarships at the
Buckhorn Homeowners Association annual meeting on Tuesday, April
12 at 6:30 p.m. The meeting will be held at the Buckhorn Springs
Country Club in the main dining room.
We thank all the Seniors who applied for these scholarships, and we
wish all of them the best in their future education pursuits and we hope
they all reach their dreams!
The two scholarship recipients will be announced at the April 12
Buckhorn Annual Membership Meeting.

VOLUNTEER BUCKHORN HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President – Kevin Dorsey
Webmaster – Sean Abene
Treasurer – Paul St. John

Members-at-Large – Carrie St. John
Vice President – Ken Nailling

Your board members receive no compensation. Your dues benefit the community directly.
www.Buckhorn.Us • BEHA@Buckhorn.Us
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•

P.O. Box 1586

•

Valrico, FL 33595

Buckhorn Subdivision

Community Garage Sale
Buckhorn will hold a Community Garage Sale on Friday & Saturday, May 6 & 7.
The Buckhorn Homeowners Association will advertise the garage sale in area
newspapers and will post signs at the entrances of Buckhorn. You just need to
place your items for sale in your driveway or yard, post a sign at your property,
and hope for a great sale. Great garage-selling to you!

Bring your donation items to the Goodwill donation trailer at
Buckhorn County Park on Saturday, May 7, from 10:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. Tax receipts are available.
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Buckhorn HOA Places an American Flag At
Your Mailbox
On Memorial Day Weekend, Buckhorn Homeowner Association
volunteers will place American stick flags at your mailbox. As part of
your dues paid, we place these flags as a remembrance of our fallen
military heroes and our family members. Please keep your flag fresh for
July 4th and Veterans Day.

.

HALLOWEEN & CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS/LIGHTS

CONTESTS VOTING
Last Halloween and Christmas Light contests involved a different process than
the Buckhorn HOA had done previously. The turnout and feedback were positive,
so we plan on sticking with a similar format going forward, as long as
participation stays high.
In order to better understand how the contests are going to work, here are a few
FAQs:
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1. The contests will involve the opportunity for residents to REGISTER for the
contest. The reason for this is:
a. Not all homes can be included. Our neighborhood has 652 homes and
including all would make it both difficult to organize by the HOA and
hard for residents to keep track of when they vote.
b. Only homes that are current dues paid members can be included. The
prize money comes from the HOA dues payments, so it is only fair that
participants and winners have paid their dues.
c. Registering also alleviates any assumptions that ONLY certain homes
have been included based on bias. Only homes that have registered
and have paid their dues by the closeout date will be included in the
contests.
2. ALL residents have the opportunity to VOTE in the contests. The voting is
opened immediately following the closeout for registration. Because this is a
friendly contest, we ask all residents to provide a fair, honest, and
considerate vote so everyone has the same chance of winning.
3. Once voting has started, there cannot be any changes to the contest or
participants.
a. The website we use has a feature in their systems to help maintain
integrity among the surveys or contests. Once voting has started,
nothing can be changed which might conflict with the results.
4. LASTLY, the contests are a chance for neighbors to celebrate the seasons
and holidays and have fun. We try our best to cater as best we can to all
requests, but the overall intent is TO HAVE FUN!!
We look forward to the celebrating the next holidays and events with all our neighbors!!
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REFRESH YOUR HOME SECURITY PROTOCOL
MAKE BUCKHORN A HARD TARGET FOR THIEVES
Now that the time is changing to summer hours many of us will be more active
outside in the early evening time frame up to dark at 9 p.m. in the heart of the
season. The criminals will be active too as they will be looking for opened
garages and unlocked doors to vehicles. Please do your part to protect your
family and to make Buckhorn a hard target for thieves.
Some people and some places refer to programs like this as the 9 p.m. program
because it is a quick, easy and no cost way to improve the home security for your
family. However, due to the seasonal changes when darkness occurs, we prefer
to use SUNDOWN as the catalyst to begin the program. As always, practice
makes perfect, and your youth can easily participate with this family activity
because it is never too early or too late to practice good, solid security measures.
We call it the SUNDOWN PROGRAM.
WHAT DO YOU AND YOUR FAMILY NEED TO DO AT SUNDOWN?
 Make sure all the doors to each of your vehicles are locked.
 If vehicles are left outside, be sure ALL the items of interest to others, e.g.,
computers, GPS systems, cell phones, briefcases, cameras, wallets, and
guns are removed from the vehicle.
 Make sure your garage door is down and that the side door to your garage
is locked too. Also, consider blinds or curtains on any windows to your
garage.
 If you have an alarm, be sure it is on and activated. If you have an alarm and
have disconnected the service provider, consider re-establishing the
service to maximize your protection.
 If you have a camera system, make sure it is working at peak performance
and that all areas of your home are covered. Pictures assist the property
crimes detectives in apprehending thieves quickly and the evidence makes
the case much stronger in court.
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 Check each window and door to ascertain that they are properly closed and
locked.
 Close your blinds and curtains so others cannot observe who and how many
persons are home.
When we each work on our individual security measures, then collectively,
your entire Buckhorn neighborhood is a harder target for any thieves to try to
overcome and not get caught. Again, CONGRATULATIONS TO YOU for
applying the aforementioned principals to home/neighborhood security. We
have collectively been able to make Buckhorn nearly CRIME FREE the last
year!
Remember, BE VIGILENT, BE CURIOUS, BE SUSPICIOUS AND ACT ON YOUR
OBSERVATIONS IMMEDIATELY! Call the Sheriff at 813-247-8200 for nonemergencies and, of course, 911 for true emergencies. Be sure to put these
numbers in the speed dial of your cell phones.

WHAT CAN I RECYCLE?
Recycle ALL of your family’s plastic bottles
Recycle ALL of your family’s aluminum, steel and tin cans
Recycle ALL of your family’s milk and juice containers
Recycle ALL your family’s glass jars and bottles
Recycle ALL your family’s magazines, newspapers and junk mail but NOT
SHREDDED PAPER
 Recycle ALL your family’s flattened and dry cardboard boxes – hundreds of
Amazon boxes a month are tossed into the regular garbage cart instead of
the recycling cart in Buckhorn
 ALL OF THESE ITEMS NEED TO BE CLEAN, DRY AND NOT IN PLASTIC
BAGS WHEN THEY ARE TOSSED INTO THE BLUE RECYLING CART
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Urban Legends Regarding
Insurance – A Reality Check
Proper insurance in all forms is one of the most important means to protect a
property owner. But beware of the many myths regarding insurance. For the owner
pursuing a major remodel, repair or reconstruction project, these urban legends, if
believed, can have rather harmful consequences.
Myth: Builders and contractors are all insured and have to be insured in order to

build.

Unfortunately, this is simply not true. A contractor is required by most municipalities
only to show proof of workers compensation insurance. This compensates only for
injury to the builder's employees.
Myth: Contractors have a state-mandated insurance policy in place.
Contractors are required by the Business and Professions Code to have a license
bond. This bond is maintained by contractors to compensate the victims of any
violations of the Contractors Licensing Laws. The bond is currently $7,500 - less
than the cost of building a brick patio.
Contractor license bonds permit recovery to claimants who demonstrate a
contractor has violated one of the licensing laws. Unfortunately, incompetent
construction is not a violation of the licensing law, and so the bond will not pay for
the repairs to correct it.
Myth: The contractor's insurance will finish the job and pay the subcontractors if

they are not paid by the contractor.

Liability insurance issued to contractors does not cover breaches of contract, but
only covers negligence. If one desires to insure the completion of a project, a
"performance bond" is needed; for insurance against mechanics liens, and against
non-payment of subcontractors and building material suppliers, a "payment bond".
These two bonds are typically sold in a package and are usually not available from
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the liability insurance companies. Such bonds add 2-3% to the cost of a contractor's
work. However, many contractors cannot qualify to be bonded—which is itself
another good reason to insist upon a bond, if finances permit.
Myth: Insurance covers all negligent construction work.
Liability insurance typically covers only damages to persons or property from
negligent construction which occurs during the policy period. If the negligent work
has not yet resulted in any damage to the property, the insurance policy does not
deem it to be an insured event.
Furthermore, the insurance normally excludes damage to the insured contractor's
own construction work. Under the "work product exclusion", there must be damage
to some part of the building other than that constructed by the negligent
contractor.
Myth: We received a declarations page showing our vendor is covered by

insurance, so we are protected.

A declarations page usually tells the insured only that at the time of issuance of the
declarations page, the vendor was insured by that insurance company for the limits
stated on the page. However, it says nothing about exclusions. Unfortunately, most
insurance companies exclude work on common interest developments, and this
exclusion may not be evident from the declarations page.
Demand to see the policy and all exclusions and endorsements, to make sure your
association is not excluded from coverage.
Insist upon receiving an “Additional Insured Endorsement”. This also guarantees
that if the policy for any reason is canceled or not renewed, your association, if
named, will receive notice of this.
Myth: We had our contractor show proof of coverage when we had the construction

three years ago, so we are covered now if anything goes wrong.

Contractors are usually issued insurance that covers the occurrence of loss during
the policy period. As mentioned above, the loss is not the negligent construction,
but the damages caused by that construction. Therefore, the policy in force during
the construction project is not necessarily the policy that pays for damage caused
by the negligent construction.
If the contractor's insurance coverage has expired prior to the time the construction
caused noticeable damage, the policy which was thought at the time of the
construction project to protect the property owner may not be available.
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Myth: If the owner does not collect from the original builder for the badly built roof,

the owner’s property insurance will pay for the repair.

Most (if not all) general liability insurance policies have a construction defect
exclusion@, in which the insurance company states that it will not cover damage
caused by construction defects.
Myth: Mold damage is not covered by insurance.
Since the explosion of mold damage claims in recent years, insurance companies
have all written mold damage out of property coverage. This has become so much
the rule that many property owners and managers no longer even try.
However, mold damage is often accompanied by a litigation threat, or may be
caused by someone’s negligence (in which case a litigation threat should be made).
Threatened litigation is handled by a liability adjuster under the property owner’s
general liability coverage, which is usually different than the ones who handle
property damage claims. In insurance parlance, first party mold claims are not
covered, while third party claims may be. The point here is that there is often hope
for coverage, which otherwise is often overlooked.

Most Common Electrical Incidents and How to Avoid Them
From the moment we open our eyes, we yearn for one thing. One that powers our
appliances, gives life to our phones, and ultimately, lights up the world. Yes,
that’s what we’re constantly looking for—electricity.
With a yearly rate of 153 million people gaining electricity, global electrification
has now reached 89% of the human population. This only shows how electricity
has become not just a want but a necessity to live a good life.
But, just like anything that wields great power, electricity is also a double-edged
sword that takes life as much as it gives. Electrical emergency stats are rising
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every day, especially now that electricity-demanding items and equipment
surround us.
Hence, we have to be more careful in dealing with electricity. Whether you’re
someone who hasn’t experienced an electrical mishap yet or a frequent victim of
little electrocutions, here are the most common electrical incidents out there and
a few tips on how to avoid them.
Electric shock
An electric shock results from a sudden electrical discharge upon contact with
an electrical energy source. Although it’s mostly non-fatal, precautionary medical
treatment, like ECG, must still be done to make sure that the shock didn’t cause
much damage to the body. A neglected severe electric shock can even cause
cardiac arrest.
Electrical burn
An electrical burn is sustained as current flows through the body due to contact
with an electrical source like electric shocks. But, in this case, the electrical
discharge has high enough energy to cause body tissues to burn.
The burn can be external or internal, which means the current can travel through
the bone and burn deep tissues, especially the ones near the heart.
Electrical fires
Unlike shocks and burns, electrical fires affect not only an individual but also
properties and nearby communities. This happens when an electric current
triggers flammable materials and starts a fire.
Electric fires happen more often than you think. In fact, statistics show that 40%
of residential fires are caused by electrical issues, like faulty and old wirings.
How to avoid them?
Since electrical incidents are mostly caused by poor electrical safety
consciousness and recognition, here are tips that’ll help you prevent electrical
disasters from happening.
At home
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Always dry your hands before handling electrical appliances. Water is a
good conductor of electricity. Therefore, it’ll be easier for the electricity to
pass through your body if your hands are wet.








Do not overload outlets. If you plug in too many devices or appliances in a
single outlet, chances are it’ll be overwhelmed, cause your circuit breaker
to trip, and cut the current flow. Without a breaker, the wiring will overheat
and start a fire.
Keep flammable materials away from electrical sources
Cut the power supply once electrical issues arise. If you ever detect an
electrical issue at home, immediately cut the power at the breaker box to
prevent further damages and ensure your family’s safety.
Consult with a qualified electrician. The best way to deal with electrical
issues will always be to contact the experts. It’s much easier nowadays
since emergency electricians can help you 24/7.

THE BUCKHORN DO NOT DO LIST
DO NOT SPEED or allow your family or friends to SPEED in Buckhorn. The HOA
gets complaints from residents regarding folks who REGULARLY SPEED on our
neighborhood streets. The posted SPEED LIMIT IN BUCKHORN IS 25 MPH ALL
DAY AND ALL NIGHT EVERY DAY AND EVERY NIGHT!
DO NOT ALLOW yourself or your lawn service to blow grass clippings/leaves in
the street in front of your home and leave them there or even worse blow them
into the storm sewers directly! Those yard debris eventually find its way into the
golf course ponds. It promotes fast growing algae and fouls the water for the fish,
turtles and various birds that need a healthy pond to survive. PLEASE SWEEP UP
YOUR YARD DEBRIS AND PROPERLY DISPOSE OF IT IN YOUR THURSDAY YARD
WASTE PICK-UP!
DO NOT walk or allow a member of your family to walk your dog and allow it to
defecate on the grass alongside our neighborhood sidewalks or at our
BUCKHORN PARK and fail to bag it and dispose of it properly in YOUR GARBAGE
CAN OR A PARK GARBAGE CAN. This IRRESPONSIBLE BEHAVIOR leaves
unsightly and smelly feces that may result in someone getting it on their shoes;
moreover, it can spread canine viruses and diseases to other dogs. PLEASE DO
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THE RIGHT THING…BAG IT AND PLACE THE BAG IN YOUR TRASH CAN! THIS IS
ALSO A COUNTY ORDINANCE THAT CAN RESULT IN A FINE UP TO $500.00.
DO NOT allow your dog to move freely OFF LEASH in the neighborhood or at
Buckhorn Park. Off leash dogs can display unexpected behavior when another
dog or a person becomes of interest to them WHILE THEY ARE OFF LEASH AND
THEREFORE, UNCONTROLLABLE. Folks have been extremely frightened by
charging, barking, snarling dogs while their owner has allowed them to be off
leash and uncontrollable. These dogs have injured and killed other dogs while off
leash in Buckhorn. Moreover, children and adults have been injured by off leash
dogs. DO THE RIGHT THING…KEEP YOUR DOG ON THE LEASH! THIS IS ALSO
A COUNTY ORDINANCE THAT CAN RESULT IN A FINE UP TO $500.00.

CHILD DROWNING SEASON IS HERE
Drowning is the most common accidental way for a child to die in
Florida. Child drowning in Florida hit a high of 88 in 2018. Drowning
deaths came down in 2019 to 65 and slightly up to 69 in 2020.
The shock came in 2021 when a new drowning record of 98 children
died, a 42% increase over 2020.
Swimming instructors are very adamant about getting the message
out for parents to get your child’s swimming lessons scheduled now!
Refresher classes are important also. Children must know what to do
if they, a friend, or a pet accidentally falls in the water.
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SUMMER HEAT AND YOUR PETS
We certainly feel the heat and humidity of the summer and so do our pets,
especially dogs. Hazards of summer include the following:
Heat risks – Cats take good care of themselves in finding cool spots to nap,
however, dogs do not. Never leave your dog in a car alone. Even with the
windows cracked (lame excuse) a dog will lose its ability to cool itself in a very
few minutes. When it is 85 degrees outside, the temperature will reach 102
degrees in 10 minutes and 120 degrees in 25 minutes. Dogs can only tolerate 107
degrees for a very few minutes before they suffer brain and nerve damage, heart
problems and even death. Your dog can have seizures or die. BE A
RESPONSIBLE AND CARING DOG OWNER! It is not worth it to endanger the pet
you love. Limit exercise to the cooler early morning or late evening to avoid the
heat of the day. Watch for signs your dog his having trouble: glassy eyes and
frantic panting. Your dog will do its best to keep up with you so you are the one
who needs to ensure your animal is safe from heat danger.
IF YOU SEE A PET LOCKED IN A CAR, IMMEDIATELY CALL THE SHERIFF. THE
DEPUTY WILL MAKE THE DECISION TO BREAK THE WINDOW IF NECESSARY TO
RESCUE THE PET!
Remember that older, obese, and short -nosed dogs are less heat tolerant,
therefore, they need constant access to shade and clean cool water. Also, your
swimming pool can provide heat relief for some dogs, but it can a great danger
for old, blind or obese dogs. Never force your dog to enter the pool.
Poisons – Automotive coolant is deadly even in small amounts, so clean up all
fluids completely and store the products carefully. Cleaners, solvents, paints,
pool supplies, etc., need to be properly secured from your pet.
Escape risks – Many dogs like to greet other pets and people. They will take
advantage of loose boards in a fence and doors or fence gates that do not close
well to get out. Often, we find that lawn and pool service companies do not take
the time to make sure the gates to fenced back yards are closed properly. If you
have a dog door to your back yard or if you simply let you dog into the back yard,
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they may disappear because the gate is left ajar. Always put your pet in a secure
area in your home when you have service workers at your home doing work until
they leave and remember to check doors and gates to make sure they are
fastened.
Collar - Be sure you put your County ID tag and another tag with your contact
information on it on your dog’s collar and make sure they wear it. Too often
house dogs get out and have no tags to assist in returning them to their owner in a
timely manner. Having your dog micro chipped (about $30) is also great. Any vet
or groomer with a micro wand can read the info and help to return the dog to its
owner.
Heartworm risk – Heartworms are transmitted by mosquitoes, Florida’s state
insect, which pick up the microscopic heartworm larvae when they draw blood
from an infected animal. They share the parasites when they bite your dog. Once
in your dog, the larvae make their way to the heart where they grow to be 9 to 14
inches long, dozens and dozens of them. This blocks the flow of blood causing
severe damage and eventually death with very expensive vet bills along the way.
You won’t notice anything until your dog begins coughing at night and after any
exertion along with a general loss of healthy condition. The damage is severe by
then and other organs like the kidneys and liver will have been compromised too.
Preventive care is the key with monthly doses of medication which is very
successful in keeping your dog safe. See your vet and use the preventive meds
on schedule.
Leash - It is a County ordinance that you are required to ALWAYS keep you dog
on a leash when it is outside unless it is in your fenced yard or controlled by an
electronic fence. Verbal control is not acceptable. We have folks who allow their
dog to run loose at Buckhorn Park or on the golf course. We had 4 dogs on dog
attacks last year in Buckhorn resulting in one dog’s death and several thousand
dollars in vet bills in other cases by unleashed dogs. This is in violation of the
ordinance and some folks have been cited by the authorities who have been
observing the behavior. Fines up to $500 as well as a trip to Dog Court officiated
by a County Judge could be in your future if you do not follow the law.
Scoop the Poop – It is also a County ordinance requiring you to scoop your dog’s
poop and to dispose of it in your garbage can. Fines up to $500.00 as well as a trip
to Dog Court officiated by a County Judge could be in your future for this
infraction too. Many dog viruses are transmitted by healthy dogs sniffing the
infected dog’s poop. Be a responsible dog owner and scoop the poop. Also,
make sure any other member of your family or guest who walks the dog knows it
is their responsibility to do so too.
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Fourth of July – A dangerous and scary time for your pet. Call your vet now for a
RX for a simple medication that will help keep your pet calm while fireworks are
being exploded. Some pet lovers also believe in the homeopathic product Rescue
Remedy available in health food stores. Before the fireworks begin move your pet
to a safe, comfortable, and quiet space in your home. Take steps to ensure that
your pet can not escape your home while it is excited and upset during the night
hours when the fireworks are going off.

12 WARNING SIGNS OF DEHYDRATION
Your physical activity may greatly increase in the spring and summer. Moreover,
your outdoor time may well increase exposing you to more heat and humidity. If
you are mostly inside, air conditioning and ceiling fans will also work together to
dry you out. You can easily become dehydrated if you do not take in enough fluids
in either event. Your body will tell you symptoms of dehydration before you get to
serious problems such as kidney failure, seizures or brain swelling. Some of the
warning signs are as follows:
Dry Mouth – Typically includes dry or cracked lips, difficulty swallowing and a
heavy or thick tongue that sticks to the bottom of your mouth.
Fatigue – You may feel extra tired after a workout or sluggish while working for
some time in the heat and humidity.
Thirst – This may seem obvious; however, people have a tendency to only take a
sip or two or go for extended lengths of time between drinking quantities of water.
Thirst is your body’s way to of urging you to drink.
Difficulty Going To The Bathroom – Difficulty urinating and constipation are two of
the more common signs of dehydration. This means going eight or more hours
without urinating. Body cramps may also accompany these symptoms.
Flushed Skin – Your skin may display a flushed redness. Your skin may be flushed
if you have been in the sun for a while, therefore, be sure to look for other warning
signs of dehydration. Your skin may also appear dry while you have several of the
other dehydration symptoms.
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Headache – Many headaches are caused by dehydration; this is especially true
for children and teens. So, if you feel a headache coming on, drink some water
and give it a chance to work before you pop an aspirin.
Rapid Breathing – Just as a dog begins to pant, a human will begin to breathe
rapidly when he or she is dehydrated. This is a symptom of SEVERE dehydration
and may be accompanied by an increased heart rate.
Dizziness and Difficulty Concentrating – Dizziness, lightheadedness or vertigo are
also symptoms of SEVERE dehydration and are usually caused by a lack of blood
in the brain. SEVERE dehydration can also cause confusion and can make it
difficult to concentrate. Once these symptoms have developed, it is important to
seek medical attention.
Nausea – Nausea is another symptom of SEVERE dehydration, which requires
immediate medical attention. This is especially true in the case of pregnant
women. Ingesting fluids is a must even though you may not feel like it due to the
nausea.
Aggravation and Depression – Whether inside or outside, dehydration can make
you become easily aggravated or depressed. Drinking water at regular intervals
should help even out your feelings. Don’t pass up a water fountain without taking
a quick drink.
Poor Skin Turgor – Turgor refers to the elasticity of your skin. Normally, when
you pinch your skin, as on the back of your hand, it falls back into place quickly
when you let it go. When you are dehydrated your skin turgor is poor and your
skin does not return in a timely manner. The skin turgor test is often used by
doctors when identifying a patient with dehydration.
Urine Color – By far, the best indicator of dehydration is the color of your urine.
Your urine should normally be clear or nearly clear. If your urine is moderately
colored you may have mild dehydration, however, if your urine approaches a dark
color, you may have SEVERE dehydration and you should immediately take in
additional quantities of water.
Prepare Prior to Exertion - It is best to plan ahead and begin extra hydration the
evening before you will be working in the yard, exercising or participating in a
sports program the next day. Start again early in the morning of the planned
event with more hydration. Keep it up throughout the day and watch out for the
aforementioned warning signs. Enjoy the summer in a safe way!
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YOUR SAFETY
AROUND ELECTRIC POWER LINES
Electric power lines are both overhead and underground in our area.
Inadvertently coming in contact with an energized power line, the ground around
it or any damp or wet areas with a power line in it can be unforgiving, causing
extensive burns or even immediate death. Our hurricane season will be here soon
so the opportunity to be exposed to downed and energized power lines may be
heightened. You are likely to come in contact with power lines as noted below.
 Always assume any downed power lines are energized!
 Storm damaged trees may bring down power lines.
 Trimming tree limbs near power lines can enable electric power to JUMP to
the tree trimming equipment causing injury or death.
 Vehicle accidents may make power lines fall from power poles or above
ground power terminal boxes may be compromised with energized power
transmission facilities exposed. Power lines may be draped on fences or
other nearby objects which can also be energized with power.
 Stay in your vehicle if it has downed power lines on or near it following an
accident. Call 911 to report the situation immediately and do not touch
anything unnecessarily in the vehicle. If energized power lines are on the
ground you can still be electrocuted even if you do not touch them whether
they are sparking or snapping or are apparently lying dormant.
 Tell others not to approach your vehicle while you are inside it. They should
stay at least 35 feet away from it for total security.
 Never drive over or near downed power lines.
 Remember to call 811 at least 24 hours before you plan to dig in an area for
safety purposes.
Play it safe with electricity and have professionals work with situations that
are not equipped to handle.
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DO NOT WAIT
UNTIL IT IS TOO LATE
The last time we experienced a hurricane in Buckhorn was in September of
2017. It was Hurricane Irma and it was a category 4 that was supposed to
hit us around 11 p.m. A huge oak tree on South Miller fell across the road at
4:30 p.m. knocking out electric and communications services to residents in
the south side of Buckhorn. Many residents on the north and east side of
Buckhorn lost their services many hours later. Those who lost the services
first had their services restored in 28 hours while many of the other residents
were without the needed services for up to three days.

THE MORAL OF THIS REVIEW…
DO NOT WAIT TO PREPARE!
We have all seen the effect that a pandemic or storm has on the residents of
an affected area. Shortages…the shelves become bare very quickly and the
stress level rises just as fast. The time is now to begin slowly preparing for
the upcoming hurricane season. Why wait until you are in the cone of
expected travel of the hurricane and two days away from its arrival to begin
to get the supplies you may need for your family? Enough supplies to last 3 to
5 days should be adequate based on recent history. A category 5 hurricane
that hits Buckhorn directly will certainly elongate the recovery period and
would definitely require more supplies.
SOME CONSIDERATIONS:
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Canned vegetables, canned meats, boxed foods, peanut butter, etc., and food
for your pets
Have batteries or fuel for your emergency lights plus extra propane or
charcoal for your cooking requirements.
Bottled water and juices, a good rule of thumb is at least a gallon of water per
person per day. More will be required for those working strenuously outside
in hot and humid conditions following the passing of the storm.
An alternative is to store tap water in clean containers with tight-fitting lids.
Good quality, food-grade plastic containers (even soda & water bottles) work
best. Make them do double duty by freezing as many as you can a few days
before the storm. They will assist in keeping your freezer, refrigerator, and
coolers cold if you lose electricity.
Regular tap water stored in buckets/containers prior to the storm can be used
to clean and fill your toilet tank. Pool water serves the same purpose.
The County sewer lift stations will be without electricity if you are without
electricity, therefore, put minimum water down the drains in an effort to not
overtax the underground sewer lines. If the pipes are overtaxed, we will have
sewage coming out manholes in the street or even worse, backing up into
resident’s drains and coming into their homes. This requires your utmost
consideration of others.
Make sure your generator is in good working order. Have extra fuel, oil, an
oil filter, a spark plug and definitely a carbon monoxide detector on hand as
well as the appropriate quantity and length of extension cords to serve your
devices that need electricity. Remember that you can alternate having some
devices plugged in rather than having them powered constantly.
Consider buying or renting a portable or window air conditioner that can be
powered by your generator to ensure you have a cool room or two to escape
the heat and humidity. Have floor or table fans to augment air circulation and
cooling.
Have the appropriate batteries that will power the flashlights, radios, cell
phones and other devices you will need to use.
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Be sure to have an adequate number of disposable plates, napkins, paper
towels and toilet paper as well as trash bags to store waste paper in because
refuse service may be interrupted.
Make sure your chain saw, leaf blower and other yard tools are ready to go to
assist in quickly dealing with outside debris.
Having some tarps on hand will be very beneficial if your roof is
compromised.
Be sure you have the required amount of medications you and your family
may need.
ABOVE ALL BE SURE TO HEED WEATHER WARNINGS AND BE AVAILABLE TO
ASSIST YOUR NEIGHBORS AFTER THE HURRICANE PASSES, ESPECIALLY THE
OLDER OR INFIRM NEIGHBORS!

WATER WISE BROCHURE
ENCLOSED in the plastic bag along with your Buckhorn Newsletter is a brochure
from the Tampa Bay Water Wise folks, a governmental group representing eight
Tampa Bay area water agencies who are vitally interested in smart water usage.
The first three months of 2022 has demonstrated what life is like when our area
gets far less rain than normal. Who knows what this spring and summer will bring
in the way of rain to water our lawns and plants as well as keep the County
reservoir, our rivers, and lakes full of water for drinking, sport and recreation?
The brochure explains that various rebates are available to our Buckhorn
residents. The brochure is provided to us as a courtesy by the Hillsborough
County Extension Service. This office is a great resource for information
regarding many topics such as gardening, weed control, irrigation, water barrels,
butterfly gardens, insecticides, fertilizers, etc. Feel free to contact them at 813744-5519 or visit their office at 5339 County Road 579 in Seffner.
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BUCKHORN SPRINGS GOLF AND COUNTRY CLUB
OUR NEIGHBORHOOD PARTNER
Buckhorn Springs Golf and Country Club has been in operation since
the 1960’s. It is a private club that is currently at capacity with full time
members. The owner has put forth several million dollars over recent
years to upgrade the Club’s facilities and especially upgraded
specialized turfs and grasses that withstand the summer heat and
various insects to maintain a very professional appearance and playing
surface.
As good Buckhorn neighbors we and our children need to respect the
club’s property and its members by not interfering with them while they
are playing golf. Stay off the course as players get close to your
location. A golf ball can travel at speeds of up to 150 mph which can
cause substantial damage if someone is struck by one. In addition, be
sure to refrain from allowing your dog to roam the course.

23

TENNIS CAMP AVAILABLE
BUCKHORN SPRINGS RACQUET CLUB
The Racquet Club is located at 2721 S. Miller Road beside our neighborhood and
the Buckhorn Springs Golf and Country Club. It offers youth interested in tennis a
camp this summer. It will be Monday-Thursday 9 a. m. to 12 Noon with a 6:1
student to instructor ratio. The cost is $185 a week and if you sign up for two or
more weeks instruction a free beginner racquet will be given to the youth. Call
813-502-5160 or visit www.buckhornracquet.com for details.

AREA ROAD CONSTRUCTION
REPAVING OF SOUTH MILLER ROAD
The County is getting pricing information from contractors and if all goes
smoothly the work may start as early as August.
NEW ROUND-ABOUT AT SOUTH MILLER AND DURANT
The County is getting a redesign from a second consulting company to minimize
the impact on neighboring homes and to make the school crossing as safe as
possible. No new timeline is available now for the start of construction.
NEW ROUND-ABOUT AT DOVER, LITTLE AND DURANT
The current plan calls for a court date as early as May to deal with an imminent
domain issue, so no construction timeline is available at this date.
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